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Golden Civic Foundation awards its grant recipients
A look into what
was funded
BY CHRISTY STEADMAN
CSTEADMAN@COLORADOCOMMUNITYMEDIA.COM

Colorado School of Mines Geology Museum
The Colorado School of Mines
Geology Museum has some real eyecatching attractions — everything
from silver and quartz to a special
exhibit of territorial gold coins and
rhodochrosite, which is Colorado’s
state mineral.
And now, every visitor will have a
chance to get well-versed in mining
history through a series of murals
by Irwin Hoffman on display at the
museum.
“We think these murals do a good
job depicting man’s pursuits of these
resources and the value that the specimens in our collection hold,” said
Nick Iwanicki, the geology museum’s
interim director.
The geology museum received its
$1,500 grant from the Golden Civic
Foundation to help cover the cost of

A crowd wanders around the downstairs of the Colorado School of Mines Geology
Museum, 1310 Maple St. in Golden, on Sept. 16, 2015, during the museum’s annual open
house, which coincides with the Denver Gem and Mineral Show every year. Admission to
the geology museum is always free, and its hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 1-4 p.m. on Sunday. Learn more at https://www.mines.edu/geologymuseum/.
CHRISTY STEADMAN

To learn more about the Golden Civic Foundation or to see a full list of grant recipients,
visit www.goldencivicfoundation.org.
mounting a 10-feet-long and three-anda-half feet tall mural, including the
lights and ﬁxtures.
The mural is the seventh in the series, and as far as the museum knows,
it is the ﬁnal piece, Iwanicki said.
The ﬁrst mural depicts prehistory of
mining, the second is ancient Egypt,
the third is ancient Greece, the fourth
is of the 1800’s Gold Rush and the ﬁfth
and sixth demonstrate modern mining
and the use of resources. The seventh
depicts the connection between early
and modern mining.
“It’s nice that we have the whole
set,” he said. “We want to show it off.”
Iwanicki noted that the other six
have been on display at the museum
since at least the early 2000s.
At any given time, about 1,500
specimens on display, but the museum
has more than 20,000 specimens in its
collections — plus an additional 20,000
microscopic specimens.
The museum started its collection
in 1871, but formally established in
1940, Iwanicki said. It is in possession
of the state mineral collection, started
in 1895,

Miners Alley Playhouse

The Golden Giddyup Trail Team works on a
project where the trail had been washing
out and creeping down the hillside, in
upper Enchanted Forest in Apex Park in
September last year. The organization
will be using its Golden Civic Foundation
grant to purchase trail-building tools.
Learn more about the Golden Giddyup at
www.goldengiddyup.com.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GOLDEN GIDDYUP

Second only to the Harvard Mineralogical Museum in terms of annual
visitors, the Mines geology museum
attracts 30,000 people a year.
“We get visitors from all over the
world,” Iwanicki said. “It really has a
worldwide appeal, regardless of where
you hail from.”
Colorado Teen Project
Financial budgeting, obtaining
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The Golden Civic Foundation’s 42nd
annual Auction and Gala, which took
place in November, produced recordbreaking numbers, both in attendance and fundraising, said Heather
Schneider, the foundation’s executive
director.
And this contributes to the amount
of grants the foundation is able to
provide to Golden’s nonproﬁts.
“It’s so great to see all of the positive
momentum,” Schneider said. “The
Golden Civic Foundation’s mission is
to invest in the economic and cultural
vitality of the Golden community. In
partnership with our sponsors, donors
and volunteers, it’s truly amazing to
see how our community comes together for our annual Gala and Auction
that funds so many great things doing
good in our community of Golden.”
This year, the foundation funded
more than $130,000 in grants to 39 local
nonproﬁts at the Community Grants
Luncheon event, March 12 at the
Golden Community Center.
Here is a look at just a few of the
nonproﬁt recipients:

a driver’s license, conducting a job
search or ﬁnding housing...
These independent living skills can
be quite a challenge for youth without
proper guidance or mentorship.
“Research shows that we are a
society where people are expected to
achieve ﬁnancial stability and take
care of themselves at an early age,”
said Lori Fuqua Gregory, the executive director of the Colorado Teen
Project. “If they fail or have a slow
start, and do not have family to support or shelter them, many end up on
the streets (and) many turn to drugs
and alcohol, often ending up in the judicial system for petty crimes committed out of the necessity to survive.”
To help avoid this, the Colorado
Teen Project provides services to
youth ages 16-24 who exit the foster
care system at varying levels of life
preparedness.
“It is less daunting for a teen or
young adult to work with our mentors
to get on track to self-sustainability,”
Gregory said. “The youth create
productive, independent lives that will
help them avoid becoming sad sums
in our nation’s chronic homelessness
statistics.”
The nonproﬁt, which is based out
of Connects Workspace in the Armory Building in Golden, established
in October 2014 and this is the ﬁrst
year it has applied for the Golden
Civic Foundation’s grant. The $500 it
received will fund the cost of background checks for volunteers — the
Colorado Teen Project will be screening about 120 people within the next
three months, Gregory said.
In Colorado alone, there are more
than 600-700 youth aging out of the
foster system each year with no support, Gregory said. The Colorado
Teen Project serves youth across the
Denver-metro area, but a large concentration of them come from Golden and
broader Jefferson County, averaging
about 70 each year, Gregory said.
“Although we live in a city with a
wide range of resources, Golden does
not have as many resources targeted
for these youth as we might ﬁnd in
downtown Denver,” Gregory said. “It
is difﬁcult for youth to navigate the
system, and few understand how to
utilize Jeffco’s opportunities.

Rare Opportunity!

…for this hard to find, one-acre lot, that has huge build your dream home potential!
Or if you prefer, a quaint, little bit of country in the city, home is already in place. Horses are welcome.
Enjoy expansive panoramic views of Lookout Mountain, and the foothills from Green Mountain on the south, to
Table Mountain on the north. A two acre greenbelt borders the property on the north.
I-70 takes you to the mountains for hiking, biking, camping or to the slopes for skiing. Less than two miles from
two light rail transit park and rides; shopping, fine and casual dining, and entertainment are a stone’s throw away.
You will find one of Denver’s newest, largest medical centers less than two miles away and Red Rock Amphitheatre
and park about seven miles away. This location has it all!
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The Colorado Teen Project helps
them on their pathway to education,
housing, employment and independence.”
Golden Giddyup
Coloradoans take advantage of the
outdoors all year round in various
capacities.
But for the Golden Giddyup Trails
Team, the timing couldn’t be better
to receive a grant from the Golden
Civic Foundation — the group had an
on-the-trail training on March 14, and
trail building and restoration projects
will continue through the ﬁrst week
of November.
The Golden Giddyup will use the
$1,500 it received to purchase trailbuilding tools.
“We can’t do the work that we do
without good tools,” said Al Head,
the stewardship coordinator and cofounder of the Golden Giddyup. “The
tools will help us complete jobs more
efﬁciently in a way that is less jarring
to the human body.”
Following the September 2013 ﬂoods,
a small group of volunteers got together to ﬁgure out a way to reopen Apex
Park’s trails. Apex Park is located in
Golden with trailheads off Highway
93 and Lookout Mountain Road. The
ﬂoods forced the entire park to close
— all 700 acres, including its nearly 10
miles of trails.
This is the third year for the Golden

Some youths with Colorado Teen Project get their picture taken during a day hike up Chimney Gulch on Lookout Mountain in Golden
in September last year. Colorado Teen Project provides services to youth ages 16-24 who exit the foster care system at varying
levels of life preparedness. Learn more at www.coloradoteenproject.org.
PHOTO COURTESY OF LORI FUQUA GREGORY
Giddyup Trails Team to be formally
organized and now focuses its efforts
at Windy Saddle and North Table
Mountain parks, in addition to Apex.
The group now consists of about 270
volunteers, and in 2017, they worked
116 days on the trails, totaling more

than 3,000 combined work hours.
Along with the trail stewardship
program, the Golden Giddyup also
puts on an annual mountain bike
event in conjunction with a community expo featuring bike demos, live
music, beer and food trucks. It takes

place this year on Sept. 16 in Lions
Park.
“The outdoor pursuits are so
much of why people choose to live in
Golden,” Head said. “It’s a value that
the majority of the people in this town
have in common.”

IRONWORKS BREWERY & PUB
welcomes you to St. Patty’s Day

Saturday
March 17th
Opens at 11AM
- Reservations start at 5PM Band
All Those Who Wander
starts at 7PM

Holiday Menu:

Corn beef stew
Corn beef sandwich w/potato salad
Dinner Menu
Corn beef, cabbage, potatoes and carrots
12354 W Alameda Pkwy,
Lakewood, Colorado 80228
(303) 985-5818
Serving you since 2001
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